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My Dear Friends,

Since my last pastoral letter in November much has taken place. We have
celebrated Christmas, endured the cold months of winter, and now welcome
the signs of Spring—new growth in our gardens, bright blossoms, and the
promise of longer, lighter days ahead.

The past few months have been personally challenging as illness required me
to take some time off for hospital investigations and treatment. Following
surgery to remove three kidney stones | am pleased to share that | am
recovering well and delighted to have returned to full duties during this
season of Lent as we prepare to celebrate Easter.

This Lent and Easter we rejoice in welcoming several children for Baptism. As
a church family we not only witness the promises made by parents to raise
their children in faith but we also renew our own promise to support them
through prayer, encouragement, and Christian example. Jesus reminds us,
“Whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes

me” (Matthew 18:5).

As we look forward to these special services, may they remind all of us of the
gift of God’s love:

“A little child the Saviour came, the mighty God was still his name...” (CH4
631 — William Robertson). At Easter we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord
and the promise of new life for all who believe. As we journey through Holy
Week—remembering His betrayal, suffering, and death—we do so with the
knowledge that the story does not end there. On that first Easter morning the
empty tomb proclaimed the Good News that continues to bring hope, peace,
joy, and love to our world today. | warmly invite you to join us, in person or
online, in celebrating this message.

God’s rich blessings be with you all.
Yvonne

Thank You Message

| would like to express my heartfelt thanks for your many get-well messages,
cards, flowers, gifts, and most importantly, your prayers during my recent
illness and recovery. Your kindness has been a great source of strength to me
and my family.

| am also grateful to lain and Annabel for their dedicated leadership in
worship, prayer, and preaching during my illness and recovery. My thanks
also go to Adam, our student minister, whose contributions in both the church
and The Cornerstone have been greatly appreciated. Although Easter
Sunday marks the end of his placement with us, | know we look forward to
welcoming him back as he continues his training.

I now look forward to sharing Holy Week and Easter worship alongside lain,
Annabel, and Adam, giving thanks to God for their faithful service. Y\/DVLM
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Contact Information

The Church office

The Cornerstone

Greenock Road

Bishopton

PA75JW

Phone;01505 862583
Email:
office@bishoptonkirk.org.uk

Anyone wishing to contact the
Minister should contact
Yvonne on 01505 862161
Anyone wishing to contact the
session Clerk, David Pollock or
the Clerk to The Board, Des
Nicholl should do so through
The Cornerstone Office.
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Our 2025 end of year accounts were approved by the Trustees and subsequently presented to members at
the Stated Annual Meeting. | am pleased to be able to report that the accounts show a year end surplus in
our General Fund of £17,319, a slight reduction from 2024 but around £10,000 better than our 2025 budget
assumption. Offerings increased by around 8% and our halls continue to be used extensively by the
community generating around 20% of our income. Our fundraising activities such as the Quiz Night,
Summer Barbecue, Christmas Fayre and Church Concerts all helped to support the work of the church.
Many thanks to all involved with these. Expenditure was in line with our budget despite the fact that, as
predicted, our energy costs have doubled in the past two years.

Our Restricted Funds, which consist of various legacies and regular donations for church restoration, were
also in surplus by just over £3,100. However, a recent report by the Presbytery Buildings Officer
recommends various items of remedial work to our buildings. The funding and phasing of these works is still
being considered but is likely to have an impact on the reserves we hold in both our General and Restricted
accounts.

| would like to thank all of you not just for your continuing financial contributions to the work of the church,
but more particularly in 2025 for the response we requested from many of you as we went through the Gift
Aid audit with His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs in the latter part of the year. Gift Aid accounts for around
13.5% of our income. Around 80% of our Gift Aid declarations were over 10 years old, with many dating
from the early “noughties”, and so we had anticipated the audit might highlight some issues with recovery of
Gift Aid. That proved to be the case, and we are now in discussion with HMRC about the potential financial
impact on the church.

Looking forward to 2026 we are budgeting for a modest surplus in our operating income and expenditure.
The financial implications of the Gift Aid audit and the Presbytery Building Officer’s report still cannot be
assessed. However, our bank balances are healthy, and reserves have been built up over the years for
such “rainy day” events.

One of our main items of expenditure is our Giving to Grow allocation from the Church of Scotland
headquarters. This covers not only the cost of our own ministry but also supports the wider work of the
church. Our allocation increases or decreases each year dependent on a previous year’s income. For 2026
it has increased by around £12,000, a reflection of the success we have had in recovering our financial
position from the impact of the Covid years. However, this increase will affect our end of year accounting
position.

Finally, for the many of you who do on-line shopping can | remind you to sign up at https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bishopton-parish-church. It should only take a few minutes. Our income
from this in 2025 was modest but with enough supporters it should make a useful contribution to our funds.

Thank you again for your continued support to the work of the Church.
Alex Macdonald
Convenor, Finance Committee

alex.mcdonald@bishoptonkirk.org.uk
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Donations

In January 2025 the One World Committee chose the village of Chisangano in Malawi as their
project for the year. The focus was on the repair /refurbishment of 4 teacher’s house which were in a
very poor condition, requiring replacement roofs, doors and windows.

Last house awaiting final touches, windows
and doors.

The project will be brought to a close at morning worship on Sunday 19" April, with celebratory tea,
coffee and cake following the service and a full, final report will be given in next Network magazine
but a big THANK YOU is due to all who have contributed to this very worthwhile project.

As well as leading this special project Bishopton Church has made donations to several other
charitable causes in 2025. The following list is an indication of the generosity of the congregation,
the sums shown representing what was paid out in 2025.

£

Collections for Third Parties in 2025

Shelter Scotland 753
Poppy Scotland 417
UNICEF 953
East Park School 805
Chisangano Teachers’ Houses 3013
Renfrewshire Foodbank 237
UNICEF — Gaza Appeal 249
Holy Land Bursary Scheme (Presbytery Appeal) 100
Glasgow city Mission (carry over to 2026 for payment) 1306
Total £7833

It is good to belong to a congregation which looks out beyond its own doors /environment to
demonstrate true Christian love and concern. We should be proud, in a humble way, that we can —
and do — make a difference to the lives of people less fortunate than ourselves.



Pastoral Visiting Team

The Pastoral Visiting Team (PVT) continue to
support members of our Church and wider
community by staying in contact by visits,
phone calls and care cards. This includes
visits to members now staying in Residential
care.

The PVT will support the minister at the
Memorial Service due to be held on 12™ April
in the Church at 14.30. All are welcome to
attend this short service of reflection.

We were fortunate in that our team had
remained constant since 2016 until for several
reasons over the last few months some of our
volunteers have had to stand down. We
thank them for their amazing commitment
over the years supporting members of our
community. In order that we have succession
planning to ensure that Bishopton Church can
continue to provide outreach | would invite
anyone that is interested in joining the PVT to
speak with either myself or our Minister
Yvonne.

Gill McHattie

Social Committee

Since the last Network Magazine we held
a very successful Christmas Fair on 29th
November. We had a large turnout with
many and varied stalls. Our popular Quiz
Night returned on 21st March and we are
planning our programme for the
remainder of the year. Keep your eyes on

the church website and Newsy Mail for
information.

Maureen Henderson

Christian Aid

Date for your diary:- The Plant Sale and Coffee
Morning will take place on Saturday 9th May
2026 between 10.00am and 12noon. Tickets
are £4.00 and Children are Free.

Things will be different this year as Parklea will
only supply a set amount of plants (depending
on availability) and therefore we cannot do pre-
orders as in previous years. There will still be
an ample supply of plants (from Parklea)
available on the day for you to purchase as well
as some home grown plants.

There will also be the usual home baking stall
and a raffle available. We hope to see as many
of you as possible on the day to support
Christian Aid.

Network

Thanks are extended to Isabel Russell who
has recently stepped down as part of the

Network delivery team. We have also sadly
lost the services of Maureen Sloan and lan

Morrison who gave of their time for many
years. If you are willing to assist with the
delivery of the church magazine please
contact Jeanette McGill via The Cornerstone
Office — either by email or telephone.

This is not an onerous task. Popping a
printed copy of Network through the letterbox
of around 10 members of the congregation, 4
times a year, to keep them informed of
church activities. This delivery is much
appreciated by those unable to attend
worship on a regular basis. If you can help,
please do.




CHIT CHAT

Chit Chat continue to meet every Thursday at 1pm in The Cornerstone. Our programme is varied with
many musical items, worship on the last Thursday of the month and a wide range of speakers. We have
recently enjoyed talks on Inchinnan Heritage and the Bishopton Development Trust, been entertained by
the Closeshave Chorus and visited by children from Dargavel Early Learning Centre at our Daffodil Tea.
Everyone is welcome to attend and are guaranteed an interesting afternoon with lots of chat and, of
course, tea and biscuits. Our programme can be found on the Church website but for a taster | have
listed April’'s programme below.

2" April: Bishopton Church Choir.
9™ April: Paisley and District u3a (University of the third age)
16™ April: Sounds Ok

23" April: Singing for Wellbeing
30™ April: Worship

Gill McHattie

Girls’ Brigade

The Girls’ Brigade has had a busy session so far with lots of energy from the girls.

We've been working on our badgework along with lots of other fun too. Halloween was a movie night (in
pjs), Santa came to visit at our Christmas party and we had a visit from the RSPB in January which was
very informative and enjoyable.

We had a stall again this year at the church Christmas Fair selling pet stockings which were filled by our
Brigader section using donations from all our parents.

The Explorers are joining the rest of Clyde Division at the end of March at Alimond Valley Heritage
Centre....and then it's the Easter holidays!

After our break, it's not long to our awards night which will be on Thursday 14th May.

This year we have been lucky to have 3 of our young leaders complete their gold training, with one to be
commissioned at the Clyde division AGM and service in June. This is promising for our company as we
look to the future but as always would welcome more adult leaders in all our sections.



Elders’ Long Service Awards

In the Church of Scotland, it is the custom that certificates are awarded to Elders who have served in
the role of trustees for a period of at least thirty years.

For Bishopton Parish Church, 7 December 2025 marked a very special occasion when twenty-four of
our elders, either currently serving, or having recently retired/demitted from the role, were recognised
for their long service. Those Elders were:

Douglas Hope Jim Blair
Graham MacSporran Bill Doak

Tam Bradford Leslie Humphries
Valerie Hunter Jeanette McGill
Stewart Campbell lan Morrison
Annabel Goldie Stewart Munro
Jack Watson Mary Inglis

lain Langlands Ann Mackie
Maureen Henderson Margaret McKillop
Ken Lawson Lilian Stillie
Margaret Rigg Brian Calder

Des Nicholl Margo Leith

Serving for thirty years is a huge achievement for any Elder, and the fact that we were able to
commend so many at the same time is astonishing, as is the fact that their combined service
amounted to nine hundred and twenty-eight years.

The significance of the occasion was recognised by the Moderator of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, Rt Rev Rosie Frew, who honoured us with her presence and spoke at the special
service of thanksgiving. During the ceremony she revealed that one of her regular duties is to sign long
service certificates for Elders throughout congregations in Scotland. However, being with us on that
Sunday gave her a rare opportunity to congratulate the recipients in person and offer her



congratulations and appreciation on behalf of the Church of Scotland for the dedicated service shown by
so many from one congregation.

The Moderator presented recipients with Long Service Certificates on behalf of the Church of Scotland,
and Yvonne followed that with framed Communion Tokens dated 1821, only six years after the present
Church building was consecrated in 1815.

Following the service in the Church, recipients, members of the congregation and the Moderator,
accompanied by her husband, Peter, adjourned to The Cornerstone and were treated to teas and
coffees and a fine range of sandwiches, cakes, and scones.

At The Cornerstone, the Moderator was thanked for enhancing our celebrations and was presented with
flowers as well as her own commemorative Communion Token from Bishopton Parish Church.

So, a very special day in the history of our Church when so many of our elders were recognised for their
long service and for some, a long overdue acknowledgement by the Church for their work. Such an
event is unlikely to happen ever again as the occasion served as a notice to recognise in the future the
commitment of elders as soon as they reach the thirty-year milestone.

David Pollock
Session Clerk
Bishopton Parish Church



Musical Activities
Church Choir

The choir continues to sing anthems and introits each Sunday. We have covered a wide variety of
musical styles from Mozart to a piece written in 2026 - a setting of a prayer by Rev Peter Nimmo to
music by Chris Hutchings. We enjoyed singing with a string group at one of the services in February,
and with the Junior Singers in March. The choir will sing at the Chitchat group on Thursday 2™ April,
and at the church concert in May. We continue to support the monthly services at Ailsa Lodge, helping
the residents with the singing.

All this is only possible because of the dedication and enthusiasm of the choir members, who turn out
faithfully on Sunday mornings and Thursday evenings. We are very fortunate to have such a group in
our church

Junior Singers

We have been learning a number of songs and singing games at our Monday rehearsals, including Zip
A Dee Doo Dah, Scotland the Brave, and God Loved the World. We are also teaching the children
some aspects of reading music. The children joined the church choir at the March service in The
Cornerstone, and we hope to sing at the Church Concert in May.

Although few in number, the children sing very nicely, and we are grateful to their families for their
support and encouragement for the group. We also should acknowledge the work put in by the team of
volunteer helpers who give up their time on a Monday.

Praise Band

The Praise Band accompanies the family services at The Cornerstone, with some members playing
solos before the service. We will also be playing as part of the orchestra at the Church Concert in May.
We are lucky to have these talented musicians adding to the musical worship of our church.

Church Concert 2026
This year’s concert is on Thursday 28" May, from 7.30 until 8.30pm in The Cornerstone.

There will be classical, Scottish, and music from shows performed by the Church Choir, Junior Singers
and an orchestra featuring the Praise Band.

Tickets, £5 including tea/coffee and home baking, will be available in May. Please put the date in
your diary and come along to what is always an enjoyable evening.

Baptisms — Jesus said, “Let the little children come unto me” (Matthew 19:14)

8" March  Lucia Minnie Harper (Parents Rebecca & Grant)
15" March Mason Douglas Kerr (Parents Jennifer & Scott)

Funerals - Jesus said, “l am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25)

Mr. Edward Withers 19" November 25- Bishopton Church & Woodside Crematorium (P)
Mrs. Maureen Sloan  18™ December 25 - Clydebank Crematorium (M)

Mrs. Margaret Scott 22" Jan 26 - Hurlet Crematorium (M)

Mr lan Morrison 24" February - Woodside Crematorium and Bishopton Church (M)
Mrs Marjorie Stewart 26" February - Woodside Crematorium (M)

Mr Peter Brown 12™ March - Clydebank Crematorium (P)



ADAM CONACH ER, Ministerial Candidate in Training has been

with us in Bishopton since last September, sharing in and leading worship
as well as participating in many of our other activities. Adam has kindly
agreed to share some thoughts about himself with us.

Adam, it has been good to have you share in, and lead, worship in Bishopton
over recent months and we hope that you are enjoying your time with us. It would be good for us
to know a bit more about you so here are a few questions which hopefully you are happy to
respond to.

Where is home, and when did you come to Scotland?

| am certainly enjoying my time at Bishopton. Everyone has been so welcoming and supportive of me
and my family in my early stages of training. There is a strong sense of community in Bishopton, with the
church being an integral part of this.

People sometimes find my accent hard to place. I’'m from Northern Ireland, in a wee village called
Killinchy. It is around 30 minutes south of Belfast, on the Western side of Strangford Lough. My parents’
house is on the local farm, not far from the village.

| came to Scotland in 2014 to study. | was keen to explore somewhere new, and Scotland really
appealed to me. | studied Maths at the University of Glasgow, with the intention of training to teach
afterwards.

Did you enjoy school, what were your favourite (or least favourite) subjects, and do you have any
special memories?

| enjoyed going to secondary school in Downpatrick growing up. | was a very shy pupil and remember
sitting in most classes hoping that the teacher wouldn’t ask me a question. Maths was by far my
favourite subject, followed by Moving Image Arts (similar to film studies), which | studied in my last 2
years of school. Ironically, Religious Studies was my worst subject. | had very little interest in it at the
time and felt | had little to contribute to classroom discussions.

It was during school that | first started running. However, it was out of necessity rather than interest. All
boys in my school would play rugby; however, at the age of 13 | broke my neck as a result of being a
little too adventurous on a mountain bike. When my PE teachers heard this, they weren’t too sure what |
could do instead of rugby, so suggested that | run during PE. Over the course of the year, some good
friends joined me, and this became an enjoyable time exercising and chatting.

What interests or hobbies do you have?

| enjoy lots of different adventure sports, the main one being mountainboarding. It is a very niche sport,
that | got involved in with a close friend from school. The best way to describe it would be as a
snowboard with wheels, so as you can go off-road on it. More recently, I've struggled to find time for
mountainboarding and I've become more risk averse as a dad, so | have tended to opt for running
instead.

| typically run around Glasgow, from home, but | like to take the opportunity to get out on some trails and
hills when | can. Some go-to places nearby would be the Kilpatricks, the West Highland Way and the
hills around Loch Lomond. One of my main goals is running the Lairig Ghru race, going from Braemar to
Aviemore through the Cairngorms, this year.

| enjoy snowboarding, film making and mountain biking when | get the chance to. | am also learning
Scottish Gaelic just now, albeit very slowly.

Do you have favourite TV programmes, and favourite food?

Anna and | tend to watch crime dramas. With busy schedules, we probably average around an episode a
week, so we often need to catch up with each other to remind ourselves what has happened in the
previous episode. | also enjoy watching Father Ted and The IT Crowd, both written by Graham Linehan.
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Anna and | both enjoy our food, especially when we have the chance to try different places around
Glasgow. Being spoilt with so many amazing Indian restaurants nearby, Indian food would probably be my
go-to at the moment.

You were a Maths teacher before you entered Theological training. Did you always want to be a
teacher, and how did you find the experience?

| had considered physiotherapy and psychology whilst | was at school but had no set career aspirations.
When it came to applying for university, | felt that | really wanted to study Maths. Since | had worked with
young people, through being a young leader at Scouts, teaching seemed like a good fit for me.

After quite a tough student year whilst training to teach, | was very thankful to be placed in Hyndland
Secondary school for my probationary term. | encountered some fantastic pupils and colleagues and
enjoyed teaching there for 6 years. As any teacher will tell you, it is not without its pressures and

challenges. However, at its best, teaching is one of the most rewarding experiences | have ever had.

What was the motivation / inspiration for you to decide to enter the ministry?

My calling into ministry was very gradual. It is now around 8 years since | first preached part of a sermon at
St George’s Tron, my home church in Glasgow. This was part of a Sunday service where the Young Adult
Group had been asked to lead worship. | was one of the leaders of the group at the time. After the service,
my minister said that | had done well and asked if | had ever considered ministry. | was just about to start
my teacher training and so brushed the comment off hastily.

This comment would continue to come up every so often over the next few years. Ministry was something
that | was praying about occasionally at the time, but the thought of what it would entail frightened me. It
would involve leaving a stable job that | enjoyed, sacrificing a good salary, and having much less certainty
about the future.

However, gradually the question of a calling into ministry became something that | couldn’t just refuse to
explore in good conscience. There were a few key promptings in 2024 that led to me taking the first step;
conversations with my minister, lots of prayer, a sermon about exploring God’s calling that a friend of mine
preached, and a church weekend away exploring how God has uniquely gifted each one of us. So,
eventually, | took the first step by contacting the Church of Scotland ‘towards ministry’ team. Much has
happened since then that has led me to believe that God is calling me into ministry. Perhaps most of all has
been a sense of peace at the uncertainty of what the future holds, when | would naturally prefer to have a
plan.

What opportunities do you hope your work as a minister might bring to you and your family?

| am just at the first stages of discerning where and to what type of ministry God may call me to. At the
moment, | am very uncertain where | will be in 4 years’ time during my first charge (all being well).
However, as Yvonne has said to me before, there is a congregation out there somewhere that is waiting for
me to serve them. | find it exciting to think that God is forming me during my training into the person | need
to be to serve them, even though | don’t yet know them!

| am very thankful to Anna for supporting me in my training. It's a very busy time, and she has taken a
career break to be there for our sons for the next few years. | have been really encouraged to see how
much of a positive influence growing up going to church has had on our sons. Angus is much more
confident around adults that | ever was at his age, and it is amazing to see what he is already able to
understand about God and the stories from the Bible we read with him. | know that my family will both
support me and be a blessing to my ministry in the future.

Finally, is there anything we, as a congregation, can do to help you with your training?

The congregation at Bishopton have been so welcoming, and | have felt at home very quickly there.
Especially with Yvonne’s absence at times over my placement, it is fantastic for me to have such a
supportive congregation.

It has been a difficult time for me and my family, with busyness and iliness. | really appreciate everyone
who has been asking after our family. The most helpful thing people can do is to be praying for me and my
family just now. Specifically, for God to be forming me throughout my training and to be protecting our
family from further illness. Also, | welcome any feedback from the congregation whilst | am training.
Whether positive or negative, big or small, it is really helpful for me to hear.
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Worship Calendar

29™ March 11 am Palm Sunday (Baptism Stuart Lang) Meet outside the church 10:50am and
follow Buzz the donkey in our Palm Sunday Procession.

Holy Week Services

Monday 30™ March 7pm The Church (Tea & Coffee after service)

Tuesday 31% March 7pm @ The Cornerstone - Joint Service with congregation of Our Lady
of Lourdes (Tea and Coffee fellowship after service)

Wednesday 1% April 7pm The Church (Tea & Coffee after service)

Thursday 2™ April 12noon @ The Cornerstone Maundy Thursday Communion

7pm The Church Maundy Thursday Communion (Tea
& Coffee after service)

Friday 3" April 7pm The Church Good Friday Service (No tea or coffee)

Sunday 5th April 9:30 am Easter Sunday Early Morning Easter Worship - The Church
driveway if dry and followed by breakfast rolls & Tea/Coffee etc and Egg
rolling

11 am — All Age Easter Morning Service & Baptism - The Church

Monday 6™ April please join with us on our Easter Monday Stroll from The Cornerstone to The
Church. Tea/Coffee/Juice and Easter treats in the extension hall and weather permitting an Easter
Egg Hunt — lots of prizes and opened to all. Follow the Easter trail if you have a smart phone and
watch the Lego Easter story.

Meet at 10am @ The Cornerstone for those walking and 10:40 am in the hall those not walking.
All welcome and parking available at The Cornerstone and the Church.

Worship Calender — 12" April — 1 June

19" April - 11 am Church - Public Worship — Baptism
26™ April - 11 am Church - Public Worship

3" May - 11 am @ The Cornerstone - All Age Service
10" May - 11 am Church - Public Worship

17" May - 11 am Church - Public Worship

24" May - 11 am Church - Public Worship

31 May - 11 am Church - Public Worship

1% June - 11 am @ The Cornerstone - All Age Service

Our Services are usually held in the Church, starting at 11am, except for the first Sunday in the
month when we have an All-Age Service at 11am in The Cornerstone.

Please note that on Easter Sunday - 5" April - we have two services : one at 9:30 am and then
another at 11 am. Both of these are in The Church.

Please come along and encourage family and friends to attend or watch online.
Tea and Coffee are available after each service at both the Church and The Cornerstone

Creche available in the extension hall for pre-school children to access at any time during the service
and there is a screen with live streaming of the service available for adults.

Sunday Kidz meet in the church at 11am and after the ‘Small Talk’ & children’s hymn go out to the
extension hall for their age-related Bible activities and crafts.

Our services are lived streamed and there are sections in the church and The Cornerstone that are
reserved for those that do not wish to be on camera please ask one of the duty team or IT members if
in doubt.
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24 Hour 7 day service

Please call 0141 812 4422

k https://beatonbros.co.uk/

YOUR FUNERAL DIRECTORS -

At your time of need our caring and

professional staff are here to listen

and advise you 24 hours a day, 7days
a week.

Funeral Pre payment plans and
monumental masonry available.

For immediate personal attention,

please contact:
J & W Goudie
10 -12 Maxwellton Street, Paisley
0141 889 5285
Walter Johnston & Son
14 Fulbar Street, Renfrew
0141 886 4256
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